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Editorial  
 

Dear Members  and Subscribers,  

What a great month it has been!   

Did you also notice that there were plenty of great opportunities in and around Switzerland 
to collect PDUs this past month?   Not only were a good number of chapter events 
available to attend, but also we had the annual collaborative congrès in April where many  
of the members of PMI-Switzerland Chapter were in attendance, and this month we have 
the PMI EMEA Global Congress, on 7-9 May, in Marseille. 

 

Volunteers…  

If, like me, you were unable to participate in this month’s activities and if you find yourself 
looking for ways to earn your PDUs, then consider volunteering for the chapter.  I am 
speaking from my own personal experience, having now been a volunteer since the start of 
2011, and can say that this is one of the most surprisingly pleasant ways to earn PDUs.  
Seriously.   

We would welcome your help: looking for articles of interest to publish on our website, and 
much, much more.  Not only can you volunteer your time in a manner compatible with 
your social calendar, but you can also benefit from some perks. 

If you have an interesting topic to suggest for an event, volunteer your idea with a simple 
click of a button; log in as a member on our site.  Under “Get Involved” (the right-most 
menu item), select “Submit Presentations.”  This will take you to the submission form. Do 
not hesitate to send us  feedback,  inputs about topics you would like us to cover  

 

April was indeed the cruellest month… 

Instead of attending events and learning, I was busy with my garden this month.  A bit 
prematurely, it turned out.  All fans of gardening in Switzerland will already be aware:  the 
month of May is punctuated by the passing of the feasts of the Eisheilige (or Ice Saints).  
Apparently in the regional farming lore of years gone by, these dates (which end in mid-
May) mark the start of summertime temperatures, where the threat of damaging night-
time frost has reliably passed.   

My neighbor in the Glarner Alps 
spotted my flatlander heritage from a 
distance and decided to give me a 
thorough introduction to the concept 
back at the start of April.  He pointed 
out that I was planting clematis before 
the risk of frost was over.  I smiled 
and thanked him for sharing his 
interesting wisdom, and continued with 
my planting.  After all, the weather 
was fine!  In fact, the following day, it 
snowed.  Then later in the month the 
sands of the Sahara arrived 
accompanied by damaging föhn.  In 2013, I would be wiser in many respects to spend 
April attending some PDU- and knowledge-generating events while waiting for the 
Eisheilige to pass before I introduce something new into my garden! 

Thanks and Best Regards, 

Paul Selwold, PMP 

Publications Director, PMI Switzerland Chapter 

mailto:office@pmi-switzerland.ch
mailto:communication@pmi-switzerland.ch
mailto:communication@pmi-switzerland.ch
http://www.pmi-switzerland.ch/index.php
http://www.pmi-switzerland.ch/submissions/index.php
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Message from the Board 

 
Velan Thangavelu, PMP 

 

 

Dear Project managers and project management enthusiasts, 

About our objectives.. 

We, the Marketing and Communication team, are keeping up with the pace by providing 
regular updates to our members. Since the beginning of this 2012, 15 blog items and 
event reports have been published, Our Volunteer team is  frequently updating the chapter 
website and ensuring we have a good visibility and also crisp information . We are 
aiming to get the right  presence in the International Project Management media.  We will 
now concentrate on PMI Switzerland Chapter  Social Media strategy. 

 
 
About the Congress 2012... 

We had the Project management congress "Congrés du Management de Projet" at 
Lausanne on the April 11 and 12th. Here is a key fact: 600 participants, 14 themed 
presentations 

This year the main theme had been "Humans at the heart of projects" and hence there 
were a lot subjects addressing human aspects. I attended one interesting event about 
Etiquette ie how managers should dress up, how to do handshakes appropriately etc.,. 
Overall the congress aimed at covering various aspects of the projects.  

About the innovative project award 2012.. 

As part of the Congress we take pride in selecting the most innovative project every year. 
This year the award goes to "Cantonal banque de Fribourg". The project is an interesting 
one where the bank was given a target to reduce its CO2 emissions. How does a bank 
generate emissions? In theory, every electronic transaction generates 3.2 gms of CO2. 
The project was about the reduce such emissions phenomenally and they achieved their 
objectives in a very innovative way and were awarded the prize. For more information 
please read here:  http://www.congres-pm.ch/c2012/articles.php?pg=art143. 

Looking forward to meeting you in one of the forthcoming events. 

Best regards, 

Velan Thangavelu 

VP Communication & Marketing 

 

Sponsored link 

 More… 

http://www.congres-pm.ch/c2012/articles.php?pg=art143
http://www.mcpa.biz/academy-agile-project-management-practitioner-syllabus/pmi
http://www.mcpa.biz/academy-agile-project-management-practitioner-syllabus/pmi
http://www.mcpa.biz/academy-agile-project-management-practitioner-syllabus/pmi
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Chapter News 

 
Sascha Wyss, PMP 

Vice-President Members 

From the desk of VP Members: membership status update 

In March, the PMI Switzerland Chapter was pleased to welcome 41 new members, bringing 
the active membership to 1428 as of March 31st. 

Congratulations also to our 15 chapter members who obtained their PMI certification in 
March 2012 (by certification date):  

Maria Andersson, Gabriel Burnat, Francesco Congiu, Stefan Eckert, Jean-Francois Gouzer, 
Claudia Kamprolf, Hauke Michael Kiesswetter, Cédric Matringe, Daniel Morgan, David 
Pendville, Jean-Paul Pinon, Phani Sastry Sripada, Serge Vazquez, Antonio Ponzetto, Cara G 
Lerner 

The PMI Switzerland Chapter board representatives and professional colleagues hope to 
meet you personally at one of our next professional events. Events are a great way to 
network and to maintain PMI certifications. 

 Articles by PMI Journalists 

 
João Ramalho, PMP 

 
Nuclear Challenges 
 
What can be some of the interesting challenges of a project which will span decades?  To 
explore this topic, we look at the future of the Mühleberg nuclear plant.... 

Read entire Article 
 

 
Saša Lazarevic, PMP 

 
Chapter Event Report: The project management method HERMES  

This event was held in Zurich, 15th March 2012. HERMES is a Swiss project management 
method that is spreading across Switzerland at the moment.  Don’t be left behind! 

Read entire Article 
 

 
Martin Haerri, PMP 

 
Chapter Event Report: Project Metric and PMOs  

On March 29 the seventh meeting of the PMI Swiss Corporate Networking (SCNG) group 
took place in Geneva. The members had selected two topics for discussion - Project 
Metrics and PMOs… 
 
Read entire Article 
 

 
Dr. Lucilia Caramelo, 

PMP 

 
Chapter Event Report: The new TWINDEXX Swiss Express  

Stéphane Wettstein explained how his company had won the tender to manufacture the 
Swiss Express double-decker trains; a complex project with a duration of 1 year, an 
investment of 12 million Swiss frances, and a team of 1000 people.  It was fascinating! 

Read entire Article 
 

 
Elisabeth Weber, PMP 

 
Chapter Event Report: How to drive a car with wheels turning in the opposite 
sense?  

At this event, we learned about adapting our leadership style to the project cycle, the 
team, the environment, all while managing cultural differences and emotional styles. 

Read entire Article 
 

http://www.pmi-switzerland.ch/regional/index.php
http://www.pmi-switzerland.ch/blog/index.php?id=38&action=v
http://www.pmi-switzerland.ch/blog/index.php?id=37&action=v
http://www.pmi-switzerland.ch/blog/index.php?id=39&action=v
http://www.pmi-switzerland.ch/blog/index.php?id=40&action=v
http://www.pmi-switzerland.ch/blog/index.php?id=42&action=v
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Upcoming Events 

Event Organizers Events are being added all the time. Click here to see the most current offerings. 

 

Georg Küenzi, PMP 

Gordian 

Suter 
 

 
Jens Schulz 

Live from tpc Project Team on HD broadcast center 

This is a German language event.  

Come and hear from both the overall project leader 
and the technical project leader. How they, together, 
were able to make a huge project with a firm deadline 
a huge success.  The event's speakers will tell you 
how they implemented a HD (High Definition) 
broadcast centre, thereby enabling SRF programs SF1 
and SF2 to broadcast in HD quality as of 29th of 
February 2012. 

Read more or register 
 

May 8 
 
Zurich 
 
2 PDU 
 
Event in 
German 
 

 

 

 
 

Sponsored link 

 

 More… 

 

 
 

Velan Thangavelu, PMP  
Shane 

Harrison 

Being Agile - A Path to High Performance 

Agile Project management: How does being agile 
really help? 

Shane Harrison is presently working at one of the 
major banks in Switzerland. He has 26 years of IT 
experience and has been working on Agile for several 
years. 

Read more or register 
 

May 11 
 
Lausanne 
 
2 PDU 
 

 

 

 
Diane Leibinger, PMP 

 

Networking Event 

This is an opportunity to get to know others and share 
knowledge in a relaxed environment. 

Read more or register 
 

May 30 
 
Basel 
 

  

 

Céline Janvier, CAPM 
Director Events Romandie 

 

 
Emmanuel 
Laffineur 

PRINCE2 vs. PMI: Brothers, Cousins or Enemies? 

Emmanuel Laffineur will describe the differences and 
complements between the two leading Project 
Management Standards, PRINCE2 and the PMBOK 
Guide. 

A certified PRINCE2 and MSP trainer and consultant, 
Emmanuel Laffineur  has  with more than 10 years of 
experience in Project Management 

Read more or register 
 

Jun 7 
 
Geneva 
 
2 PDU 
 

 

 

http://www.pmi-switzerland.ch/regional/index.php
http://www.pmi-switzerland.ch/emailform.php?name=Mr.%20Georg%20Kuenzi,%20PMP&fqma=NgPgDgOcAhIgAeJgKhOgFgFhLgOcHgChPgFgHg
http://www.pmi-switzerland.ch/regional/index.php?show=185&year=2012
http://www.propm-p.com/
http://www.propm-p.com/
http://www.propm-p.com/
http://www.pmi-switzerland.ch/emailform.php?name=Mr.%20Singaravelan%20Thangavelu,%20PMP,%20PMI-ACP&fqma=NgPgDgOcMgJgBgNgHgAeEhOgBgMgFgGhBgChBgHgOgJgDh
http://www.pmi-switzerland.ch/regional/index.php?show=191&year=2012
http://www.pmi-switzerland.ch/regional/index.php?show=158&year=2012
http://www.pmi-switzerland.ch/regional/index.php?show=188&year=2012
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Raymond Stritt, PMP 

 
Caroline 

Berns 

’ 
Dr. Daniel 
Blaettler 

 
Svenja 
Staiger 

How to Recruit the Perfect Project Manager 

The importance and need for good project managers 
in different industries is growing more and more. This 
fact leads to an increased focus on specific recruitment 
approaches for PMs to ensure the perfect professional 
is hired for the right position. 

The PMI Basel chapter has initiated a crossover event 
by inviting a professional recruiter, a consultancy 
company and an employer to discuss he hiring process 
from their perspective  

Read more or register 
 

Jun 7 
 
Basel 
 
2 PDU 
 

 

 

 

 
Annick Simonot, PMP 

 
Fabien 

Jaunault 

Leveraging IT through innovation and dynamic portfolio 
management 

Our speaker, Fabien Jaunault, Head of IT Demand for 
Givaudan, will give you an overview of the exciting 
world of Fragrances and Flavors industry to then focus 
on Givaudan being the global leader of this industry. 
He will continue by presenting Givaudan IT and its 
positioning as a full-fledged contribution to the 
company innovation platform, bringing business 
technology for high business opportunities. 

Read more or register 
 

June 20 
 
Zurich 
 
2 PDU 
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http://www.pmi-switzerland.ch/regional/index.php?show=193&year=2012
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